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liv. Three counsels, that ought chiefly to be listened to, since 
they never have been otherwise than good : the counsel of the 
season, the counsel of age, and the counsel of conscience. 

lv. Three counsels, that are not often in the wrong: the 
counsel of circumstance, the counsel of the virtuously wise, and 
the counsel of a man who never listened to any counsel. 

lvi. Three things, the removal whereof is a curse : the boun- 
dary of land, the course of water, and the direction of a road and 
path. 

tvn. The three primary ornaments of wisdom : love, truth, 
and courage. 

lviii. Three things, that can never be seen in the full extent 
of their magnitude : that is, good principles, bad principles, and 
the principles of genius. 

lix. By three things will all actions be, that a man shall per- 
form : by liberty, by punishment, and by reward ; and there 
cannot be otherwise of what shall be done by man. 

lx. In three things will be seen the primary qualities of the 
soul of man : in what he may fear, what he would conceal, and 
what he would shew. 



THE WISDOM OF CATWG. 

HIS EIGHTEEN VIRTUOUS EXCELLENCIES* 

1. The best deportment, humility. 

2. The best practice, industry. 

3. The best principle, truth. 

4. The best genius, reason. 

5. The best affection, compassion. 

6. The best study, self-knowlege. 

7. The best employment, peace-making. 

8. The best care, to be just. 

9. The best pursuit, knowlege. 

10. The best disposition, generosity. 

11. The best covetousness, to covet peace. 

12. The best choice, the doing of good. 

13. The best means of living, trade. 

14. The best instruction, literature. 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 44. 
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15. The best sorrow, the sorrow for sin. 

16. The best comfort, gladness of conscience. 

17. The best contention, who should lead the best life. 

18. The best contemplation, concerning God. 

THE EIGHTEEN VIRTUOUS EXCELLENCIES 

OF YSTUDVACH THE BARD OF GWRTHEVYR (-VORTMER) THE 

BLESSED *. 

1. Fortitude in danger and affliction : 

2. Patience in suffering : 

3. That a man be strong in his resolution : 

4. Wise in his disputation : 

5. Void of arrogance in his fame and his prosperity : 

6. Humble in his deportment : 

7. His actions dignified : 

8. Persevering in his employment and pursuit : 

9. Having an avidity for knowlege : 

10. Liberal in his word, deed, and thought : 

1 1 . Conciliatory in disputes : 

12. Courteous in his behaviour i 

13. Hospitable in his house : 

14. Teaceable in his neighbourhood : 

15. Chaste of body and mind : 

16. Correct in his word and deed : 

17. Righteous in his life : 

18. Compassionate to the poor and afflicted. 

" Be thou satisfied," said Catwg ; " thou hast gained the supe- 
riority over me." " No," replied Ystudvach; " not so: I 
sought for pre-eminence over thee, and thou hast shown humility ; 
and therefore art thou the wisest, and to thee belongs the supe- 
riority." And thus went the judgment, that Catwg was the wisest 
of the wise ; and Catwg desired to apply that saying to Yst- 
udvach f. 

* Ystudvach was contemporary with Catwg, and is said to have been in- 
duced by the perusal of his Excellencies to compose those, that follow. He 
16 also called the Bard of Cystennyn, or Constantine, the son of Cynvor, 
and may have filled the same situation, as here mentioned, with Voitimer. 
T A bard of the 14th century brings these eighteen Excellencies into the 
following satirical lines : — 

" Deunau o -Tampan dawnus 
A rocd ar Wgawn ab Rhys ; 
Ac un gamp ddrug ar Wgawn 
Ytx diwynaw'rdeunaw daw»." 



